Cars and passion personified
by Paul Marinelli

Having just returned from a visit to
Disneyland'’s California Adventure Park,
one thing is absolutely certain, cars
still ignite remarkable passion, while
capturing the imagination of millions of

people from all over the world.

Inspired by the global success of
the CARS and CARS2 Disney-Pixar
blockbuster animated movies, the

recreation of the entire Radiator Springs

main street at California Adventure Park

issimply astounding. There are so many people who are drawn to this automobile inspired attraction during

the daytime that a second visit at night is required to actually see the recreation in all of its magnificence.

Every store in the street, the neon signs, even the cliff-tops with car badge formations and the car characters
themselves, make this anamazing experience. | never thought that watching atrue to life, talking and driving
Mater the Tow Truck could have adults as well as kids madly running after it, screaming to stop for a photo!

Let’s not forget the star of the show, Lightning McQueen, who also powers along talking to everybody, but
as a racecar it is so low and sleek that you need to get up close to get a good look at it. Then there’s Flo's
Diner and Service Station and the Volkswagen Combi (whose shop actually sells fruit juices), with the true
to animation recreation also including the Stanley statue and fountain, the T-Model Ford who is credited as

the founder of the once mythical town of Radiator Springs.

The pointto be made here is that even though next door you have the world’s most famous family attraction -
the wonderful Disneyland Park, at Carsland as it is known, the mass popularity and appeal is truly astounding.
It makes one think of the special place that cars have in our lives, from babies to children and through to

adulthood and our senior years, there

is no doubt that automobiles have an
= appeal to people that is challenging

to compare.

The success of Disney.Pixar's CARS
franchise of films, books, cartoons,
toys and all manner of merchandise,
not to mention the many hundreds of
thousands of people who visit Carsland

each year has been phenomenal.




It reflects the passion that many

of us have for our cars, the

experiences we have had when
motoring, our family lives and
that unforgettable feeling of
independence gained once you
can get out onto the open road
for yourself as a young man or

woman.

We sometimes forget in the

automotive business that we are

dealing on the most part with

people’s most prized tangible

' possession, the car that they have worked hard to buy, the car that they have spent years restoring or
maintaining, the car or marque that they have aspired to own since being a child. Sure for some, the
car is simply a mode of transportation, but for many more, as the incredible success that Disneyland’s

Carsland attests, the place that cars have in many people’s lives is very special and treasured.

I hope that all of you get the chance to experience the magic of Carsland at least once in your lifetime,

it will instil an even stronger sense of pride of being a part of the automotive business.

If you would like to experience the magic of Cars in California contact Capricorn Travel freecall

1800 999 233 (AUS) or email travel@capricorn.coop
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